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SUBJECT: NTUC VS PROTECTIONISM 

1. SUMMARY: CATALYZED BY A SCATHING ATTACK BY DEVAN NAIR, 
NATIONAL TRADES UNION COUNCIL SECRETARY-GENERAL, ON THE 
AFL-CIO'S CALL EOR 1978 TO BE THE YEAR OF PROTECTIONISM, 
SINGAPORE'S GUIDED PRESS HAS BEEN RUNNING ARTICLES AND 
EDITORIALS ATTACKING "U.S. PROTECTIONISM". END SUMMARY. 

2. NTUC SECRETARY-GENERAL C.V. DEVAN NAIR, SPEAAKING DECEMBER 
10 IN HIS CAPACITY AS PRESIDENT OF THE ASIAN REGION ORGANIZATION 
OF THE ICFTU, CALLED ON ALL REGIONAL TRADE UNIONS TO MAKE 

1978 AN ANTI-PROTECTIONISM YEAR. "THE GREATEST DANGER 
WHICH THREATENS WORKERS IN THE DEVELOPING COUNTRIES COMES 
NOT SO MUCH FROM GOVERNMENTS OF DEVELOPED COUNTRIES AS 
FROM THEIR TRADE UNIONS.. ALL THEIR TALK ABOUT INTERNATIONAL 
LABOUR SOLIDARITY, THE ECONOMIC INTERDEPENDENCE OF NATIONS 
AND SO FORTH, VAPOURISES WHEN IT COMES TO ECONOMIC 
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SOLUTIONS... THE TRUTH IS THAT YOU CANNOT BEGGAR YOUR 
NEIGHBOR WITHOUT ULTIMATELY (BEGGARING) YOURSELF. THE MORAL 
EQUIVALENT OF ECONOMIC PROTECTIONISM IS SELEISHNESS." 

3. ATTACKING GEORGE MEANY AND THE AFL-CIO FOR THEIR 
DECLARATION THAT 1978 WILL BE A YEAR TO CAMPAIGN FOR PRO- 
TECTIONISM, NAIR PROCLAIMED THAT "WE NEED TO TELL THE 
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TRADE UNIONS IN THE DEVELOPED COUNTRIES THAT WE CONSIDER 
THEIR PROTECTIONIST PHILOSOPHY AS A BIG SELLOUT, AND A 
POSITIVE OUTRAGE AGAINST INTERNATIONAL LABOR SOLIDARITY. 

AND WE NEED TO CALL UPON THE LEGISLATURES AND THE GOVERN- 
MENTS OF THE INDUSTRIALIZED COUNTRIES NOT TO EXPORT THEIR 
OWN UNEMPLOYMENT TO OUR INEINITELY WORSE UNEMPLOYMENT 
SITUATIONS IN THE DEVELOPING COUNTRIES, AND NOT TO SUCCUMB 
TO PROTECTIONIST PRESSURES. " 

4. NAIR'S SPEECH RECEIVED SECOND BILLING IN SUNDAY NEWS- 
PAPERS, BUT THE CAMPAIGN HAS PICKED UP STEAM. TUESDAY'S 
PRESS COVERAGE INCLUDED "ANALYSIS" IN BUSINESS TIMES OF 
HOW BADLY HURT SINGAPORE WOULD BE IF THE US CUT OFF 
IMPORTS FROM THE ELECTRONICS INDUSTRY HERE. BUSINESS 
TIMES ARTICLE ALSO DISCUSSED THE EFEECT ON LOCAL SUB- 
MANUFACTURERS OF POTENTIAL US MEASURES AGAINST JAPAN. 

STRAITS TIMES AND NANYANG SIANG PAO BOTH EDITORIALIZED 
AGAINST US PROTECTIONIST TRENDS ALONG PREDICTABLE LINES. 

5. BOTH ENGLISH AND CHINESE LANGUAGE PRESS QUOTE PRESI- 
DENT OF SINGAPORE GARMENT MANUFACTURERS ASSOCIATION LAM 
THIAN AS SAYING THAT US QUOTA SYSTEM FOR TEXTILES IS ALREADY 
TOO RIGID AND THAT US WANTS FURTHER TO DECREASE SINGA- 
PORE'S QUOTAS. LAM ALSO SAID THAT TALKS ON TEXTILE 
BILATERAL RESUME EARLY NEXT YEAR AND THAT, IF THEY FAIL, 
"THOUSANDS OF PEOPLE IN THE TEXTILE INDUSTRY HERE FACE 
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THE DANGER OF LOSING THEIR JOBS NEXT YEAR". NOTING THAT 
US IS LARGEST MARKET, HE STATED (SOMEWHAT CONTRADICTORILY) 

THAT SINGAPORE EXPORTERS HAVE MORE ACCESS EOR THEIR 
GOODS IN EEC COUNTRIES THAN IN THE US. 

6. COMMENT: SPATE OE ARTICLES AND EDITORIALS ON US PROTECTIONISM 
WAS SPARKED BY MEANY'S ALL-OUT CALL FOR PROTECTIONISM, WHICH 
STRUCK SENSITIVE NERVE HERE. SINGAPORE'S EEARS OF PROTECTIONISM 
ARE UNDERSTANDABLE GIVEN ITS NEAR-TOTAL DEPENDENCE ON TRADE 
AND EXPORTS. AS SOMETIMES HAPPENS, HOWEVER, PRESS HAS GONE OVER- 
BOARD PREDICTING HARD TIMES BEFORE ANY ACTUAL DANGER IS IN SIGHT, 
AND BASING ITS ANALYSIS ON WORST-CASE ASSUMPTIONS. WE DO NOT 
EXPECT ANY LASTING DAMAGE TO BE DONE TO U.S. -SINGAPORE RE- 
LATIONS AS LONG AS USG MAINTAINS ITS FIRM ANTI-PROTECTIONIST 
POLICY. 

HOLDRIDGE 
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